Supporting academic public health practice: a survey of organizational structures in public health schools.
A survey was conducted at 28 schools of public health to assess how they allocate responsibility for three kinds of academic practice activity: continuing education, student internships, and technical consultation by faculty. Respondents identified whether these responsibilities were in a central practice unit, in another schoolwide unit, dispersed among several units, or dispersed among individual faculty members. Though all respondents engaged in these activities, responsibility tended to be carried out by individual departments or independent faculty members. This typically decentralized approach raises questions about the sustainability of academic public health practice that call for further inquiry.